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St. Paul’s United Church, Perth 
Sunday, January 11, 2026 

1st after Epiphany (Baptism of Jesus) 

  invites us to rise in body or spirit 

indicates the printed text or music is by a UCC creator 

indicates the printed text or music is by a Canadian creator 
 

GOD CALLS US TOGETHER 

Lighting the Christ, Affirm and Prayer Candles 
One:  We light the Christ candle as a sign that Christ’s Spirit alights us all:   
All: this day, this moment, and every moment. 
One:  We light the Affirm candle to remind us to be a place of belonging and  
  acceptance, 
All: to learn and grow together in love that protects and celebrates and    
           uplifts. 
One:   The Prayer candle reminds us to hold one another in prayer: 
All: to raise prayers of thanks and concern for one another, and any  in    
           need. 

 Gathering Song: “There Is Room for All”  MV 62    

 There is room for all in the shadow of God’s wing: 
 there is room for all sheltered in God’s love. 

And I rejoice and sing,  
“My Refuge and my rock, in whom I trust.” 
There is room for all, 
there is room for all. 

 

  All Our Relations: "Akwe Nia'Tetewá:neren"    
 

  All God’s Children (Affirming Statement) 
 

  Life of the Community  
 

  Piano Prelude: Ah, Holy Jesus - Crüger, arr. by Martin 
 

  Gathering Words 
 One: Baptized in the Spirit, Jesus, you are our fountain of life: 
 All:  Refresh us, O Beloved of God. 
 One: You are the cleansing spring: 
 All: Heal us, Gracious Redeemer. 
 One: You are the well from which we drink and never thirst again: 
 All: Fill us, Eternal Light. 
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Hymn: “Fairest Lord Jesus”  VU 341 
  

1 Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature, 
 O thou of God to earth come down: 
 thee will I cherish, thee will I honour, 
 thou my soul's glory, joy, and crown. 
 

2 Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands, 
 robed in the blooming garb of spring; 
 Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, 
 who makes the troubled heart to sing. 
 

3 Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight, 
 and fair the twinkling, starry host; 
 Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer 
 than all the angels heaven can boast. 
 

4 All fairest beauty heavenly and earthly, 
 wondrously, Jesus, is found in thee; 
 none can be nearer, fairer or dearer 
 than thou, my Saviour, art to me. 
 

 Gathering Prayer (all) 
O God, call your church into being!  Fill us with your Spirit that we may be 
all you create us to be - and all you call us to be.  Grant us to remember 
and reflect the holy Name we bear: to love you with our heart, our soul, our 
mind, our strength, our all.  Touch us with your grace, we pray.   Amen. 

 Children & Youth Time and The Prayer of Jesus (sung)    
 Creator God who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kin-dom come, thy will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread,  
 and forgive us our trespasses. 
 As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kin-dom, the power and the glory  
 for ever and ever.   Amen. 

 

Children proceed to the Gathering Room.  
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We Listen for  God’s  Word  
 

   From the Gospels: St. Matthew 3: 13-17 (The Inclusive Bible)  Rick Comrie 
 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John.  14 John tried to 
dissuade Jesus, saying, “I should be baptized by you, and yet you come to me!” 15 But 
Jesus replied, “Leave it this way for now.  We must do this to completely fulfill God’s 
justice.” So John reluctantly agreed.  16 Immediately after Jesus had been baptized and 
was coming up out of the water, the sky suddenly opened up and Jesus saw the Spirit 
of God descending as a dove and hovering over him.  17 With that, a voice from the 
heavens said, “This is my Own, my Beloved, on whom my favour rests.” 
 

For the wisdom that guides us, the word that inspires us  
and the truth that enlightens us.  We praise you, O God. 

   Sermon:    “The company he keeps”          Rev. McLean 

   Sung Response: God calls you good  TLUS 10 

  God calls you good, beloved child. 
  You are a treasure deeply prized. 
  And you can say to every doubting voice, 
  “God calls you good, beloved child.” 
  “God calls you good, beloved child.” 

  God calls me good, beloved child. 
  I am a treasure deeply prized. 
  And I can say to every doubting voice, 
  “God calls me good, beloved child.” 
  “God calls me good, beloved child.” 

We Respond to  God  

Hymn: “Come Touch Our Hearts”  MV 12   

1  Come touch our hearts that we may know compassion, 
from failing embers build a blazing fire; 
love strong enough to overturn injustice, 
to seek a world more gracious, 
come touch and bless our hearts. 

2 Come touch our souls that we may know and love you, 
your quiet presence all our fears dispel; 
create a space for spirit to grow in us, 
that life and beauty fill us, 
come touch and bless our souls. 

3 Come touch our minds and teach us how to reason, 
set free our thoughts to wonder and to dream; 
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help us to open doors of understanding, 
to welcome truth and wisdom, 
come touch and bless our minds. 

4 Come touch us in the moments we are fragile, 
and in our weakness your great strength reveal; 
that we may rise to follow and to serve, 
steady now our nerve, 
come touch and bless our wills. 

5 Come touch us now, this people who are gathered, 
to break the bread and share the cup of peace; 
That we may love you with our heart, our soul,  
our mind, our strength, our all, 
come touch us with your grace. 

  Community Prayers 

  Senior Choir: Praise the Lord - Mozart, arr. by Hopson 

Praise the Lord, sing a new song. 
Tell God’s salvation, tell it day to day, 
Shout the glory, shout it to all. 
Sing a new song, sing a new song;  
Shout the glory, shout it to all. 

Let the heav’ns be joyful, earth be glad; 
Let roaring sea give forth its praise; 
Fields and mountain join the song. 
All together sound the joyful praise. 

Sing a new song. 

  We Bless our Tithes and Offerings 
 

Offertory Hymn                                          Tune at VU # 542 (Franconia) 
 

We give thee but thine own, 
what e'er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O God, from thee. 

 
Prayer of Dedication (all) 

Receive our gifts, O God, given by envelope, through PAR, online 
and in other ways.  As they are used, may they show the world your 
grace and love.  We ask this in the name of your beloved, Jesus, in 
whom you take delight.  Amen. 
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God Sends Us  to  Be  the  Church in  the  Wor ld  
 

Hymn: “I Have Called You by Your Name” MV 161 
  

1 I have called you by your name, you are mine; 
I have gifted you and ask you now to shine, 
I will not abandon you; all my promises are true. 
You are gifted, called, and chosen; you are mine. 

 

2 I will help you learn my name as you go; 
read it written in my people, help them grow. 
Pour the water in my name, speak the word your soul can claim, 
Offer Jesus’ body given long ago. 

 

3 I know you will need my touch as you go; 
feel it pulsing in creations ebb and flow. 
Like the woman reaching out, choosing faith in spite of doubt, 
hold the hem of Jesus’ robe, then let it go. 

 

4 I have given you a name, it is mine; 
I have given you my Spirit as a sign. 
With my wonder in your soul, make my wounded children whole; 
go and tell my precious people they are mine. 
 

The Blessing for Epiphany 

Sung Blessing: “When You Go From this Place”      

When you go from this place be true. 
May the blessing of life find you. 
May the winds of the Spirit guide you,  
'cross the ocean of all your days.  
May the seeds of your love - your life  
a-dorn the Way.  
A-dorn the Way.  
A-dorn the Way.  

  

   Organ Postlude: Partita on “Hymn to Joy” - Beethoven, arr. by Barr 
  
 

 


