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St. Paul’s United Church, Perth 
Sunday, January 4, 2026 

Epiphany Sunday  
The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

  invites us to rise in body or spirit 

indicates the printed text or music is by a UCC creator 

indicates the printed text or music is by a Canadian creator 
 

GOD CALLS US TOGETHER 

   Lighting the Christ, Affirm and Prayer Candles 

One:  We light the Christ candle as a sign that Christ’s Spirit alights us all:   
All: this day, this moment, and every moment. 
One:  We light the Affirm candle to remind us to be a place of belonging and 
 acceptance, 
All: to learn and grow together in love that protects and celebrates 
 and uplifts. 
One: The Prayer candle reminds us to hold one another in prayer: 
All: to raise prayers of thanks and concern for one another, and any 
 in need. 
 

    Gathering Chorus: “Rejoice, Rejoice”  VU 1 (Refrain) 

   Rejoice! Rejoice!  
   Emmanuel shall come to thee, 
   and all things shall be well…  

 

    All Our Relations: "Akwe Nia'Tetewá:neren"    
 

   All God’s Children (Affirming Statement) 
 

   Life of the Community  
 

   Organ Prelude: We Three Kings of Orient Are - Hopkins, arr. by Bock 
 

   Gathering Prayer (all) 

God of the Way, you are the road we travel, and the sign we follow; you are 
bread for the journey, and the wine of arrival. 

Guide us as we follow in your way, holding on to each other, reaching out 
to your beloved world.  And when we stray, seek us out and find us, set our 
feet on the path again, and lead us safely home.  We pray in the name of 
Jesus, our Companion in the Way.  Amen. 
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Hymn: “A Light is Gleaming” VU 82    

Refrain: A light is gleaming, spreading its arms 
  throughout the night, living in the light. 
  Come share its gladness, God's radiant love 
  is burning bright, living in the light. 

1 When light comes pouring into the darkest place, 
 it hurts our eyes to see the glow. 
 Sometimes a word of hope reminds us of our fears, 
 our memories and tears.  R 

2 When night is round us and every shadow grows, 
 a star is there to light our way. 
 It tells a story of Jesus who came near to say: 
 'God's light will ever stay.'  R 

3 And Jesus showed us a brighter path to walk. 
 He showed us things we hadn't seen. 
 Now we, like Jesus, can help creation shine, 
 and this will be a sign:  R 

4 So let us live in the brightness God has giv'n, 
 and let us rise to see the dawn. 
 We trust that God is here asparkle and ablaze, 
 - warming all our days.  R 

 

JESUS INVITES  US  TO THE TABLE  
 

   The Invitation to the Table  
 

   Senior Choir: “Prepare the Way of the Lord" - Lloyd Larson 

A voice cries out, “Prepare the way of the Lord, 
Make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Ev’ry valley shall be lifted up  
and ev’ry mountain made low”. 

The glory of the Lord shall be revealed; 
All people shall see it together. 
The mouth of the Lord has spoken it: 
“The glory of the Lord shall be revealed!” 

A voice cries out, “Prepare the way of the Lord, 
Make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Ev’ry valley shall be lifted up  
and ev’ry mountain made low”. 
 

Comfort, comfort my people; 
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Proclaim the promise of the Lord: 
His name shall be called Emmanuel. 
The glory of the Lord shall be revealed. 

A voice cries out, “Prepare the way of the Lord, 
Make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Ev’ry valley shall be lifted up  
and ev’ry mountain made low”. 

A voice cries out, “Prepare the way of the Lord, 
Make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Ev’ry valley shall be lifted up  
and ev’ry mountain made low”. 

A voice cries out, “Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  

   The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
  

One:  God be with you. 
All:   And also with you. 
One:  Lift up your hearts. 
All:   We lift them up to God. 
One:  Let us give thanks to God. 
All:   It is right to give our thanks and praise.   

One:  Holy God of light and love, by the light of your promise you guide your 
 people in all our journeys.  In the light of your presence we behold  
 your glory and offer you our gifts.  Through the light of your peace  
 you claim us as your beloved, and joy is our feast.   

  We give you thanks for lighting the way for everyone, gifting the earth 
 with Jesus, champion of Peace, for honouring us with a seat at your 
feasting Table.  Hear us, as we join with all who have gone before 
and who will come after, voicing your praise: 

All:  (spoken) 
  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:  
  heaven and earth are full of your glory.   
  Hosanna in the highest!  
  Blessed is the One who comes in the name of God.   

 Hosanna in the highest!   

One: God of gold, as we worship you, we behold your glory:  richness that 
transforms drabness into colour and brightens our dullness with   
 vibrant life; your wonder and joy at the heart of all that exists... 

  God of incense, we offer you our prayer: our spoken and unspeakable 
 longings, our questioning of truth, our searching for your mystery deep 
 within... 
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  God of myrrh, we cry out to you in our suffering: the pain of all 
 rejections and bereavements, our baffled despair at undeserved  
 suffering, our rage at continuing injustice... 

All:  In our yearning, in our anger and loss, we embrace you,  
 God-with-us.  

One:  As we gather at your Table, we remember how on the night before he 
 died, Jesus had supper with his friends.  He took bread, thanked you, 
 broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying: 

All:  “Take, eat.  This is my body, given for you.  Each time you  
 do this remember me. 

One:  Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks, passed it among his  
 friends, saying: 

All:  “Drink.  This cup is the promise of God, made in my blood.  
 Each time you drink this cup, remember me.” 

One:   O God, Redeemer of all things, with grateful hearts we offer this 
bread and wine, fruits of your earth and of human labour, signs of 
your redemptive purpose for our lives and for all your creation.    

All:  In this bread and cup, we remember Christ and share in the 
 mystery of your being, revealed to the world in the visit of 
 the Magi.  

One:  God of many epiphanies, send your Holy Spirit upon us and what we  
 do here, that we, and these gifts, touched by your Spirit, may further  
 reveal your love, and may be signs of life and love to each other, and  
 to all the world. 

All:  We praise you in and through Christ Jesus, in the unity of the Holy 
 Spirit, God most holy, now and forever.   Amen.   

  

   The Prayer of Jesus (sung)    
 Creator God who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kin-dom come, thy will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread,  
 and forgive us our trespasses. 
 As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kin-dom, the power and the glory  
 for ever and ever.   Amen. 
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   The Breaking of the Bread and Blessing of the Cup 
 

   The Sharing of Communion 
(Now is the time to open the communion elements – a wheat wafer (unleavened) and grape juice.  

First, please peel off the film cover – the communion wafer is beneath.  After receiving the wafer, 
please peel off the foil cover to partake of the grape juice.)   

 

   The Prayer after Communion (all) 
Life-giving God, may we, who share Christ’s body, live his risen 
life; we, who drink his cup, bring new life to others; we, whom 
the Spirit lights, give light to the world.  Keep firm in us the hope 
you set before us, so that we and all your children shall be free, 
and all creation live to praise your name.  Amen. 

 

Children proceed to the Gathering Room.  
 

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 
 

   From the Gospels: St. Matthew 2:1-12 The Message (MSG) 

2 1-2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem village, Judah territory— this was during 
Herod’s kingship—a band of scholars arrived in Jerusalem from the East.  They asked 
around, “Where can we find and pay homage to the newborn King of the Jews?  We 
observed a star in the eastern sky that signaled his birth.  We’re on pilgrimage to 
worship him.” 

3-4 When word of their inquiry got to Herod, he was terrified—and not Herod alone, but 
most of Jerusalem as well.  Herod lost no time.  He gathered all the high priests and 
religion scholars in the city together and asked, “Where is the Messiah supposed to be 
born?” 

5-6 They told him, “Bethlehem, Judah territory.  The prophet Micah wrote it plainly: 
It’s you, Bethlehem, in Judah’s land, no longer bringing up the rear. 
From you will come the leader who will shepherd-rule my people, my Israel.” 

7-8 Herod then arranged a secret meeting with the scholars from the East.  Pretending 
to be as devout as they were, he got them to tell him exactly when the birth-
announcement star appeared.  Then he told them the prophecy about Bethlehem, and 
said, “Go find this child.  Leave no stone unturned.  As soon as you find him, send 
word and I’ll join you at once in your worship.” 

9-10 Instructed by the king, they set off.  Then the star appeared again, the same star 
they had seen in the eastern skies.  It led them on until it hovered over the place of the 
child.  They could hardly contain themselves: They were in the right place!  They had 
arrived at the right time! 
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11 They entered the house and saw the child in the arms of Mary, his mother. 
Overcome, they kneeled and worshiped him.  Then they opened their luggage and 
presented gifts: gold, frankincense, myrrh. 

12 In a dream, they were warned not to report back to Herod.  So they worked out 
another route, left the territory without being seen, and returned to their own country. 

    For the wisdom that guides us, the word that inspires us  
and the truth that enlightens us.  We praise you, O God. 

   Choir: “One Small Child”  - David Meece, arr. by Larson 
    

One small child in a land of a thousand, 
One small dream of a Saviour tonight, 
One small hand reaching out to the starlight. 
One small city of life. 

 

One king bringing his gold and riches, 
One king ruling an army of might, 
One king kneeling with incense and candlelight, 
One King bringing us life. 

 

See him lying, a cradle beneath him; 
See him smiling in the stall. 
See his mother praising his Father; 
See his tiny eyelids fall. 

 

One small light from the flame of candle, 
One small light from a city of might, 
One small light from the stars in the endless night. 
One small light from a face.   

 

See the shepherds kneeling before him; 
See the kings on bended knee. 
See his mother praising his Father; 
See the blessed Infant sleep. 

 

One small child in a land of a thousand, 
One small dream in a people of might, 
One small hand reaching out to the starlight, 
One small saviour of life. 

   Sermon:     “In wisps of starlight”         Rev. McLean 
 

Hymn: “All Poor Ones” VU 68 
 

1 All poor ones and humble and all those who stumble, 
  come hastening, and feel not afraid; 
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 for Jesus, our treasure, with love past all measure, 
  in lowly poor manger was laid. 
 Though wise men who found him 
 laid rich gifts around him, 
  yet oxen they gave him their hay, 
 and Jesus in beauty accepted their duty; 
 contented in manger he lay. 
Refrain: Then haste we to show him the praises we owe him; 
  our service he ne'er can despise; 
  whose love still is able to show us that stable, 
  where softly in manger he lies. 
 
2 The Christ Child will lead us, the Good Shepherd feed us 
  and with us abide till his day. 
 Then hatred he'll banish; then sorrow will vanish, 
  and death and despair flee away. 
 And he shall reign ever, and nothing shall sever 
  from us the great love of our King; 
 his peace and his pity shall bless his fair city; 
  his praises we ever shall sing.  R 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD 
 

   Our Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory Hymn                                                      VU 55 VERSE 4 
What can I give him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a wise man, I would do my part;  
yet what I can I give him—give my heart. 

 

   Prayer of Dedication (all) 
O God, you overwhelm us with the blessings of creation and the blessings 
of your love.  Help us respond with our gifts, given by envelope, through 
PAR, online and in other ways.  We pray that through them, and all that our 
congregation does in your name, others too may experience and recognize 

your presence in the world.  In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen. 
  

God Sends Us  to  Be  the  Church in  the  Wor ld  
 

Hymn: “Will You Come and See the Light” VU 96 
  

1 Will you come and see the light from the stable door? 
 It is shining newly bright, though it shone before. 
  It will be your guiding star, 
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  it will show you who you are; 
 will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 
 

2 Will you step into the light that can free the slave? 
 It will stand for what is right, it will heal and save. 
  By the pyramids of greed 
  there's a longing to be freed; 
 will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 
 

3 Will you tell about the light in the prison cell? 
 Though it's shackled out of sight, it is shining well. 
  When the truth is cut and bruised,  
  and the innocent abused, 
 will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 
 

4 Will you join the hope, alight in the young girl's eyes, 
 of the mighty put to flight by a baby's cries? 
  When the lowest and the least 
  are the foremost at the feast, 
 will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 
 

5 Will you travel by the light of the babe new born? 
 In the candle lit at night there's a gleam of dawn, 
  and the darkness all about 
  is too dim to put it out: 
 will you hide, or decide to meet the light?  
 

The Blessing for Epiphany  

 Sung Blessing: “When You Go From this Place”      
When you go from this place be true. 
May the blessing of life find you. 
May the winds of the Spirit guide you,  
'cross the ocean of all your days.  
May the seeds of your love - your life  
a-dorn the Way.  
A-dorn the Way.  
A-dorn the Way.  

  

   Organ Postlude: “The First Noel”- Trad. English, arr. by Paxton  

 


